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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 


following 


REPORT 
(To accompany fs R 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 654) for the relief of Ivo Cerne, having considered the same, 
reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends that 
the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILI 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residen: 
in the United States to Ivo Cerne. The bill provides for aun appro- 
priate quota deduction and for the payment of the required vise fee 
and head tax. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 67-veal old native oO! Yugoslavia 
who now claims to be stateless. He last entered the United States 
as a visitor on July 6, 1950. He states that he fled Yugoslavia in 
1949 because of the Communist rule there. 

A letter dated August 8, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 

AuausT 8 195] 
Hon. EMANvEeL CELLER, 
Chairman, Commattee on the Judicia /, 
House of Re p ‘esentalives, Washington, D. ( 

My Dear Mr. CHartrRMAn: This is in response to vour request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 654) for the relief of Ivo Cerne 

The bill would provide that Ivo Cerne shall be considered to have been lawful 
admitted to the United States for permanent residence as of the date of its enact- 
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ment, upon the payment of the required visa fee and head tax. It would further 
direct the Secretary of State to instruct the quota-control officer to deduct one 
number from the number of displaced persons who shall be granted the status of 
permanent residence pursuant to section 4 of the Displaced Persons Act, as 
amended. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Servic? of this Department 
disclose that the alien is a native of Yugoslavia, having been born on April 29, 
1884, at Ljubljana, Yugoslavia. He was formerly a citizen of Yugoslavia, and 
now claims to be stateless. Coming from Switzerland, Mr. Cerne last entered the 
United States at the port of New York, on July 6, 1950, when he was admitted 
as a temporary visitor for business until October 5, 1950, under section 3 (2) of 
the Immigration Act of 1924. 

‘The files further disclose that Mr. Cerne was self-employed as a financial lawyer 
in Yugoslavia until March 7, 1949, when he fled from that country to Italy because 
he found it ‘“‘impossible to live under Communist rule.”’ However, he stated that 
he had never been arrested nor punished in any way by the Yugoslav Government. 
Mr. Cerne stated that subsequent to his arrival in Italy, he was confined for 2 
months in a prison and 2 months in a concentration camp. He stated that the 
Italian Government did not return him to Yugoslavia because he was treated as a 
political immigrant and was under the protection of the I[RO. 

Mr. Cerne testified that he managed to go from Italy legally into Switzerland, 
where, on June 21, 1950, he applied for a visitor’s Visa to this country for the pur- 
pose of selling patents. In such application, the alien indicated that his home was 
in Bern, Switzerland, and he presented a Swiss identity certificate issued by the 
Federal Department of Justice and Police in Bern valid for 1 year. 

According to the alien, he has a Swiss patent for automatic lighting devices for 
the top burners of a kitchen gas range. He is attempting to sell this device in the 
United States, but so far has been unsuccessful. He is now attempting to write 
a book depicting the difficulties encountered in slipping acoss the Yugoslav 
frontier. He is not employed in the United States and is maintained by the 
money he brought with him. His wife resides in Yugoslavia. 

The quota of Yugoslavia, to which the alien is chargeable, is oversubscribed 
for many years and an immigration visa is not readily obtainable. Apparently, 
he is not eligible for the relief granted under section 4 of the Displaced Persons 
Act, having entered the United States after April 30, 1949, the date before which 
such persons must have entered this country in order to entitle them to the 
benefits of that act. There appears to be nothing in the files to indicate that 
Mr. Cerne is unable to return to Switzerland, his last place of residence. The 
record fails to present any facts which would justify the enactment of special 
legislation granting him an exemption from the requirements of the immigration 
laws. The enactment of special legislation in his behalf would undoubtedly 
encourage others in whose cases immigration visas are not readily obtainable to 
seek exemption from the general immigration laws. 

Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to reeommend enactment of 
this bill. 

Yours sincerely, 
Pryton Forp, 
Deputy Altorney General. 

Congressman Michael A. Feighan, the author of the bill, submitted 
to the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives 
additional documentary evidence attesting to the fact that Dr. 
Cerne’s property was confiscated by the present regime in that country 
and that he was forced to flee from Yugoslavia because of fear of 
persecution. It also stated that Dr. Cerne had not established a 
residence in Switzerland but had spent oaly a short time in that coun- 
try before coming to the United States. The following additional 
information has been submitted to the Senate Committee on the 
Judiciary in connection with the bill: 


EXPLANATIONS IN THE CASE OF THE H. R. 654 For THE RELIEF OF Dr. Ivo CERNE 


During the proceeding of my case in the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service in Cleveland, I asked the branch of International Refugee Organization 
in Switzerland about my standing in the records of the refugees and if I am 
still under their protection. 
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! got this answer dated September 14, 1951: 

File A/2/i-7874/LG. 

“We acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 11th inst. in which you ask if 
vou are still registered with the Swiss delegation of IRO. We wish to inform 
you that as you have been registered on June 22, 1949, with the Delegation of 
IRO in Roma, you were not registered a second time with our office; all the more 
that your stay in Switzerland was but temporary and that this country could 
be considered only as a transit one. Signature.” 

To return to Switzerland and remain there is not possible, because I would 
be neither allowed to stay there, having no sufficient funds for living, nor to 
look for an employment because of my age of 67 years. Also, younger people 
can seldom find an occupation or work for living. 

At home in Yugoslavia I would have to face forced labor and imprisonment 
because of my escape. This would mean in regard of my age a sure death sen- 
tence. My real property has been confiscated, even all my personal belongings. 
For evidence of this fact I submitted to Hon. Michael A. Feighan the translation 
of these court decrees. If desired I can send in the originals with translation. 

For me it is necessary to live in the United States, because no other country 
is willing to accept an old DP, in spite of my willingness and ability to work. 
Knowing some languages (Slovenian, Croatian, German, Italian, and English) 
I can find here work for living, and as a former bank manager I could be useful 
in some other occupation. 

About my usefulness to the United States of America I wish to mention my 
United States patent, pending, which is highly estimated also by physicians as 
helpful and of good effect for the American people. 

The hot-air bathing device: The insulated cape I suggested to the Medical and 
Research Board of the Army for test and use in the field, just as the Finns used 
their Souna bath houses behind the battle lines in the last two wars. 

My device provides a therapeutical Turkish bath everywhere even in the field, 
however the Medical Research Board did not test it and I got from them only an 
answer showing sincere appreciation and thanks in bringing my suggestion to 
the attention of the Army Medical Service. 

In some weeks I hope to start the manufacturing of my insulated capes with 
support of a big American firm. My capes will be of course to the disposition 
of the GI’s to make them tough to resist even the most severe temperatures and 
strain of military service. I prove in this way my usefulness to the American 
Armed Forces as also to the civilian American people. 

I certainly hope that this great country shall not refuse the faithful request 
of an old DP, for asylum and permanent residence in consideration of the reasons 
I stated above. 

Cleveland, December 5, 1951. 

Dr. Ivo Cerne, 
6117 St. Clair Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio: 


rhe official copy of the Medical Research and Development Board. 


Auaust 16, 1951. 
Dr. Ivo CERNE, 
6117 St. Clair Avenue, Cleveland 3, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Cerne: Your file of correspondence on hot-air baths addressed to 
Lt. Col. H. E. Ratcliffe, Medical Corps, has been referred to me for reply. 

Although your suggestion has merit and this particular type of bath has been 
used by many segments of the population of the world in some form or other, it 
would be impracticable for us to introduce hot-air baths for combat troops because 
of the changing character of the field situation coupled with the exigencies and 
demands of military operations. The use of additional supply items, such as 
the Coleman stove as a source of heat and your suggested design of cape would 
not be warranted in view of the limited beneficial results that might accrue. 

Soldiers quartered in permanent structures at home or abroad are at liberty 
to make use of many varieties of bathing facilities. Practically all posts and 
stations are equipped with the finest types of indoor and outdoor swimming 
pools. Certainly, swimming in clean, filtered water is a form of relaxation which 
is invigorating, healthful, and stimulating for many people. Steam rooms, 
commonly known as Turkish baths, are also available in many installations and 
practically in every city of the United States. Modern science has perfected the 
use of ultraviolet and infrared devices which are also a part of many bathing and 
swimming facilities. Both these forms of radiation have been established to have 
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therapeutic value. In particular, infrared lamps produce scientifically controlled 
heat rays which are similar in character to the rays produced by the hot-air baths. 

I have mentioned just a few of the tvpes of bathing habits that may be found 
in different localities and it is obvious that many variations are possible depending 
upon the design and availability of plumbing equipment. We trust that vou 
will understand the impracticability of employing your particular form of hot- 
air bath by our troops engaged in military operations. 

We sincerely thank vou for your interest in bringing this suggestion to the 
attention of the Army Medical Service. 

Sincerely yours, 
MAXWELL DAUER, 
Lieutenant Colonel, MSC, Medical Research and Development Board. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 654) should be enacted. 


O 





